Red Leicester Choir Newsletter 

Spring 2010

Red Leicester’s Evening of Song and Dance at the Ukrainian Social Club, Fosse Road South/ Hinckley Road. Saturday  24 April 7.30pm in aid of the British Red Cross’ Appeal for Haiti. Dancing to the Greenshoots Ceilidh Orchestra and Singing from Red Leicester Choir. 

What’s been happening at Red Leicester?

We led the carols at the LOROS Hospice large Light up a Life open air service when the Christmas Tree lights were switched on at the beginning of December. Always a very moving occasion.  

We have raised money for the Rainbows Children’s Hospice in Loughborough and collected £250 to buy an inscribed glass block in the corridor between the old building and the new extension. The block will bear the words “Red Leicester Choir Songs of peace and freedom”.  We accepted the Hospice’s invitation to come and sing to the children and have a tour round the new building later on in December. 

We decided to donate the proceeds (£202) of our Winter Warmer Party on 16 January to the Disasters Emergency Committee Appeal for the earthquake victims in Haiti rather than for Choir funds as we originally intended. We played party games, organised a raffle, sang and brought food to share and had a very pleasant evening despite the bitterly cold weather outside. 

A week later we took part in a Bring and Share Gathering organised by City of Sanctuary at the Secular Hall. It was organised so that asylum seekers and the supporters who take part in the monthly voucher exchange scheme could meet. There was food from Zimbabwe, Somalia and chocolate cake from Sri Lanka as well as English food brought by the supporters. We sang a short programme including some African songs which the Zimbabweans joined in! 

In February we busked in the city centre and collected money for the Haiti Earthquake Appeal raising £160 in less than an hour – the most we have ever collected while busking. This makes £362 that we have collected for Haiti so far. 

What’s going to be happening at Red Leicester?

Thurs 4 March 8.00pm Management Committee Meeting at 83 Clarendon Park Road to discuss choir business and especially the organisation of the Ceilidh on April 24. All choir members welcome. 

Sat 13 March 6.00 for 6.30pm From Archery to Armada – a charity event in aid of the Lord Mayor’s Appeal for the Mablethorpe Children’s Holiday Home organised by the Society for Intercultural Understanding Leicester (SICUL) at the National Space Centre, Exploration Drive, Leicester LE4 5NS. Tickets cost £25 including a meal if you know of anyone who would like to come.  We have been invited by Asaf Hussain to contribute to the programme by singing Greensleeves (never did we think we would be singing Greensleeves…..) We have an arrangement in two parts – please sign the gig sheet if you can come. Meeting at 6.20 for a rehearsal/warm-up and expect to be on stage 35 minutes later. Please let Veronica know if you’d like to stay all evening as numbers are needed for the catering. 

Sat 20 March 10.30 – 6.30pm Community Choirs Festival at an new venue, the King Edward VIth Boys Grammar School in Stratford on Avon  where Shakespeare himself was once a pupil.  This is a wonderful day singing with over 500 people from choirs all over the Midlands. The singing will be led by Chris Rowbury, Bruce Knight, Alice Robin and Hilary Davies. It is now fully booked. Cee is co-ordinating lifts etc www.communitychoirsfestival.co.uk/
Wed 24 Mar Last Choir meeting before Easter

Wed 14 April First Choir meeting after Easter 

Sat 24 April 7.30pm Red Leicester’s own Concert and Ceilidh at the Ukrainian Social Club, Fosse Road South/ Hinckley Road. The evening will be in aid of the British Red Cross’ Appeal for Haiti. Dancing to the Greenshoots Ceilidh Orchestra. Please volunteer for one (or more) of the many jobs on the night, sign up on the Jobs Sheet at Choir. We shall be selling food and there’ll be a raffle – please look out a raffle prize.  Come to the meeting on 4 March (see above) to discuss the organisation of the evening.  

Sunday 6 June 2pm Leicester Sing for Water, the large ‘come and sing’ free open air concert to support WaterAid will be running at Leicester’s Riverside Festival again this year. Last year the event raised £7,400 for WaterAid. We shall be singing Tsmindao Gmerto (a traditional Georgian song), Shine (Take That), Limpopo River Song (from Zimbabwe) , Iqude (a traditional Zulu song), Wade in the Water  and Singing in the Rain.  Please see Julie if you’d like to buy a pack (£5) with two CDs, the music and sponsorship forms. Most of the money is raised by the singers being sponsored, each singer aiming to raise at least £50. See www.leicestersingforwater.org.uk
Sat 26 June LOROS 25 Years Celebration Concert Day at Highcliffe Primary School, Birstall LE4 3DL. It is planned to have a day with 25 choirs singing between 2pm – 9pm for 25 minutes each, raising money for LOROS. We have already said that we would love to take part. 

Fri,Sat and Sun 9,10,11 July The National Street Choir Festival will be in Sheffield this year. The web-site has just gone live http://streetchoirsheffield.wordpress.com/ , the Festival will be based at Sheffield City Hall. The organisers have asked each participating choir to make ONE choice of song for the massed sing….any ideas? We have to nominate the song by 30 March (with no guarantee it will be chosen).

Sat 11 and Sun 12 September London Sing for Water. Although it is quite a long time in the future we have to register the names of the singers taking part with the organisers of the Thames Festival by 26 February. This is a wonderful open air concert in the Scoop by the Greater London Authority Building near Tower Bridge and is limited to 1,000 singers. Please sign the gig sheet on Wednesday February 24 if you would like to come. The optional rehearsal is on Saturday afternoon (highly recommended) with the two fabulous leaders – Michael Harper and Roxane Smith. The Sunday morning rehearsal is compulsory and the performance is at 2pm on Sunday afternoon. The event raises 1,000s for WaterAid – mainly from sponsorship of the singers who each aim to raise at least £50. 

Concerts, Singing Workshops and other (mainly musical) events in Leicester and around

Thurs 25 Feb 8pm Voices Across the Oceans: the acclaimed accapella group Black Voices together with African singers. Peepul Centre, Orchardson Avenue, Leicester LE4 6DP £10/£8 tel 0116 261 6000      enquiries@peepulcentre.com
Thurs 25 Feb 8.30pm Martin Carthy at The Musician Clyde St Leicester tel 0116 251 0080 £10 www.themusicianpub.co.uk
Fri 26 Feb 8pm Mosaic Fourth Birthday Party at Apertivo in Highfield St off London Road. LE2 1A with the Lippy jazz group, Colin Hyde, a ‘cutting’ from Greenshoots playing jigs and reels and the Smokey Grass Mountain Boys. Free. Tel Jan 0793 2185476   harkeshfarma@hotmail.com 

Sat 27 Feb 9.30 – 3.30pm Corsican Polyphony Singing Workshop led by Dr Caroline Bithell Stamford Arts Centre 27 St Mary's Street Stamford Lincs.PE9 2DL £15/£12 take packed lunch/café  tel 01780 763203 www.stamfordartscentre.com
Sat 27 Feb 8.00pm Salsa Dancing (including a lesson) Church of the Martyrs (where the Leicester Sing for Water rehearsal is held), Westcotes Drive, Leicester LE3 0QT £6/£4 tel 0116 255 5921

Sun 28 Feb 7pm Youth Find a Voice Concert with ten school/college choirs and Leicestershire Chorale and the Leicestershire Camerata. De Montfort Hall, Granville Road, Leicester LE1 7RU tel 0116 233 3111 www.demontforthall.co.uk
Mon 1 Mar – Sat 6 Mar evenings 7.30pm, Sat matinee 2.30pm The Mikado Leicester Gilbert and Sullivan Operatic Society (a black and white art deco Mikado!) The Little Theatre, Dover St, Leicester LE1 6PW £9/£11 tel 0116 255 1302 www.thelittletheatre.net
Sat 6 Mar 7.30pm Global Harmony African Songs Concert in aid of the Leicester-based charity Inter-Care. St Bartholomew’s Church, Quorn, £8 including wine and nibbles. (Inter-Care sends surplus NHS medicines to Africa)  Tel 0116 269 5925 info@intercare.org.uk
Mon 8 Mar 7.00pm Jean ‘Binta’ Breeze in  Performance. Words and song from this Leicester-based poet. Y Theatre, East St, Leicester LE1 6EY £8/£5 tel 0116 255 7066 www.ytheatre.co.uk
Tues 9 Mar 6pm – 9pm Book Swish at Church of the Martyrs, Westcotes Drive, Leicester LE3 0QT (where Leicester Sing for Water rehearsal takes place) Bring any books you no longer want and take home as many new ones as you like!  Also bring a bottle of wine or a cake to share, and make a donation. tel 0116 233 1959 or ask Kim for details. 

Fri 12 Mar 7.30pm Ceilidh with Greenshoots Ceilidh Orchestra to raise funds for the Great Glen Community Wildspace. Great Glen Village Hall. £5/£3 in advance and £6/£4 on the door. Cee is selling tickets tel 259 3563

Sat 13 Mar 7.30pm Cantamici Choir Spring Concert Knighton Evangelical Free Church, Brinsmead Road, Leicester £8/under 16s £4 tel 0116 2704101 (9.30 – 12.00) rjtalbott@rjtalbott.plus.com
Sun 14 Mar Northern Harmony (from America) Singing Workshop 2pm – 5pm and Concert 7.30 – 9.30pm VoiceBox, Foreman St, Derby DE1 1JQ £18/£15 workshop and £10/£8 concert combined £25/£20. www.kaleidoscope-music.org.uk tel 07532 355 879

Fri 19 Mar 7pm Sing-along-a Sound of Music A screening of the musical with sub-titles so the audience can sing along £12.50/£13.50/£14.50 discounted by £1 for under 26, f/t students, over 60s, groups of 15+ & unemployed. Curve, Rutland St, Leicester 

LE1 1SB tel 0116 242 3595 www.curveonline.co.uk
Sat 20 Mar 10.30 – 4.00pm Jazz and Swing Harmonies Singing Workshop with Faith Watson, Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road, Leicester LE2 1WP Bring food to share. Booking essential. Tel 0161 881 0855 www.singingforlarks.co.uk        faith@singingforlarks.co.uk    

Sat 20 Mar City of Leicester Singers’ Concert (Stabat Mater – Rossini and St Cecelia Mass – Gounod) £10/£9. Children under 16 free. Tel 0116 239 2708  www.cityofleicestersingers.co.uk
Sat 20 Mar 7pm Spring Gospel Choir Concert, with Kaine Gospel Choir/Leicester Women’s Choir. Wesley Hall Methodist Church, Hartington Road, Leicester LE2 0GN tel 07930 144 221 or 07774031344

Sat 27 Mar 7.30 pm Woven Chords Sing the World Concert Stamford Corn Exchange, Broad St, Stamford PE9 1PX £7.50/£6.50 tel 01780 766455

Sat 27 Mar 8pm Devotional Choral Music Concert by Leicestershire Chorale, Holy Cross Priory, Wellington St, Leicester LE1 6HW £10/£10/school students £1/students £5 www.leicestershirechorale.org.uk
Sat 27 Mar 7.30pm Leicester Bach Choir Concert (Bach, Mozart, Brahms & Mendelssohn) with Queen’s Park Symphonia, St James the Greater, London Road, Leicester LE2 1NE tel 0116 291 2242 www.leicesterbachchoir.org.uk
Wed 31 Mar 8.30pm Pete Morton at The Musician, Clyde St Leicester tel 0116 251 0080 £7 www.themusicianpub.co.uk
Sat 24 April 7.30pm Verdi Requiem, Leicester Philharmonic Choir and Leicester Symphony Orchestra, De Montfort Hall, Granville Road, Leicester LE1 7RU tel 0116 233 3111 www.demontforthall,co.uk
Six Shape Note Singing Workshops led by Deb Allitt & Richard Talaska April 24, May 1/8/22 and June 5/12 10.00am – 1pm. Each workshop £8/£6 Voice Box, Forman St, Derby DE1 1JQ.  Songs will be prepared for performance at Saturday 19 June concert (no compulsion to perform!). Tel 01332 345 508 admin@kaleidoscope-music.org.uk
Wed 28 April 8pm The Black Umfolosi 5  (who were at the Whitby Festival last year) Loughborough Town Hall, Market Place, Loughborough LE11 3EB £12/£10 tel 01509 231914 www.loughboroughtownhall.co.uk
Sat 1 May Cantamici Choir Concert St Paul’s Polish Church, Wakerley Road, Leicester tel 01664 444343 rjtalbott@rjtalbott.plus.com
Fri 7 May 7.30pm Songs and Instrumental Music from South Africa including Hugh Masekela and the Town Hall Gospel Choir, Symphony Hall, Birmingham £5 - £37.50 tel 0121 780 333 www.cbso.co.uk
Sun 22 May 7.30pm Fron Male Voice Choir Concert, (award-winning Welsh choir) Emmanuel Church, Forest Road, Loughborough LE 11 3NW £8/£6 tel 01509 231914 www.loughboroughtownhall.co.uk
Residential Singing Holidays 

Faith Watson Weekends Also singing holidays in Italy, Morocco, and Spain Tel 0161 881 0855 www.singingforlarks.co.uk
Farncombe Estate Singing Weekends; leaders include Frankie Armstrong & Chris Rowbury tel 01386 854100 www.FarncombeEstate.co.uk
Singing & walking holidays www.lakelandvoice.co.uk including holidays in the Lake District, the Scottish island of Jura and in Slovenia 

Music for People Summer School 31 July – 7 August Giggleswick School, Settle, N.Yorkshire BD24 0DE tel 08456191689 www.m4p.org.uk
The Workers’ Music Association Summer School of Music 14 – 20 August Wortley Hall, near Sheffield, S35 7DB www.wmamusic.org.uk
News Snippets

Leicester Sing for Water Working Group Meetings, Radio Leicester, St Nicholas Circle, Leicester at 12.00 – 1.30pm on the following dates 13 March, 17 April, 8 May, 22 May and 5 June. If you’d like to help please see Kim, Maggie, Julie or Cee 

New Liverpool Choir – we have always been surprised at Raise Your Banners and the Street Choir Fesivals that there are no choirs coming from Liverpool. This is about to be remedied with the setting up of the Liverpool Socialist Singers. Their first meeting is a singing workshop on Saturday 27 February 10.00 – 3pm at The Casa, Hope Street £10 / £3 contact pura.ariza@gmail.com or 07730686088 for more information. Please let any friends you have in Liverpool know about this new venture. 

Hannah has put a special place for members of the choir on our web-site www.redleicesterchoir.com – you need a password to enter. If you have not already done so please e-mail Hannah (hannah@pinkbanana.org) and she will e-mail back the password. Thank you Hannah!

City of Sanctuary’s voucher exchange scheme. Asylum seekers are provided with vouchers for living costs but these are very limiting requiring all supplies to be bought at one supermarket. For a payment of £35 a month the choir member receives a £35 voucher and the asylum seeker is given cash in exchange. Please see Julie if you are interested in joining the scheme. 

Regular Leicester Singing Events

Voices Coming Together meets on Tues 8:00pm Quaker Meeting House, Queens Road, Leicester. Contact: Louise Hall tel 0116 267 7007

Leicester Amika Choir Sats 2.30 – 5.00 Cross Corners Community Arts Centre, Belgrave, Leicester. Tel 270 8764 www.amika.org.uk
Chanterelders Choir Mon 7.30 - 8.45pm The Samworth Academy, Trenant Road, Eyres Monsell, Leicester LE2 6UA. chanterelders@hotmail.com.

Fosse Singers meets at the Fosse Neighbourhood Centre,  Weds 7.15 – 8.45 Hannah Brine tel 07814 935049 or e-mail fossesingers@hotmail.com
Sir Jonathan North Community Choir adult community choir meeting at Sir Jonathan North Community College Knighton Lane East Mondays 7pm – 8.30. Contact: Honora Paris tel 07956498052 

The Lancaster Community Choir Thurs 7pm – 8.30pm for adults & children 9+. Lancaster School, Knighton Lane East tel 270 3176 choir@lancaster.leicester.sch.uk
Leicester Phoenix Youth Chorale meets on Tues at Guthlaxton College, Wigston LE18 2DS young people aged 14 – 24 from 7.30pm – 9.10pm and aged 8 – 14 from 6pm – 7.40pm. Tel 0116 270 4692 or 0116 278 6887 www.phoenixyouthchorale.org
Red Leicester Choir meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  Leicester 7.30 – 9.30pm

Contacts: Martin 266 2855; Veronica 270 3143; Jane 240 4590; Susan 274 0497 http://redleicesterchoir.com


