Red Leicester Choir Newsletter 
September 2009

Red Leicester meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  Leicester 7.30 – 9.30pm

What’s been happening at Red Leicester?
On May 15 we ran an evening of song and dance with the Greenshoots Ceilidh Orchestra raising £500 for the Red Cross. The week before we put on a programme for the residents at the Quaker Sheltered Housing Project at John Woolman House in Museum Square. The day after the Ceilidh we sang at the Daily Mirror’s Hope not Hate Campaign. A bus was touring the country trying to encourage the electorate to vote in the European elections with the aim of preventing the BNP from being successful. We sang at the Belgrave Neighbourhood Centre to the people who had been out leafletting.
Leicester Sing for Water on June 7 was a great success despite the atrocious weather. We rehearsed in the morning at Church of the Martyrs with Una May Olomolaiye and Sophie Pascall and then performed in the open air at the Riverside Festival in the afternoon. Although there was torrential rain in the morning we were lucky that it was clear by lunchtime. We sang Down by the Riverside, Bridge over Troubled Waters, I can see clearly now the rain has gone (!!!), Down in the river to pray, Limpopo River Song, Plovi Barko and Watermelon Man. Over 180 singers registered and sang in the concert, some were from choirs in Derby, Belper, Sheffield and Coventry.  Leicester was represented by Red Leicester (some of whose members took on much of the organising), Leicester Amika Choir, Chanterelders, Fosse Singers and Sir Jonathan North Community Choir. Quite a few singers came independently and are not members of any choirs. Hannah has put the photos on the Red Leicester web-site and the Leicester Sing for Water web-site (www.redleicesterchoir.com and www.leicestersingforwater.org.uk ) An excellent CD of the seven songs was produced from the rehearsal in the morning. If you have not already got one please ask Julie or Kim for a copy, they are £5 each. The profits from the sale of the CDs will fund the administrative expenses of next year’s Leicester Sing for Water. We raised over £3,200 for WaterAid on the day but think we have raised over £6,000 when all the singers’ sponsorship money has been sent in. If you haven’t sent in your sponsorship money do so STRAIGHT AWAY!

The following Saturday we busked in Town Hall Square publicising Refugee Week, supporting the British Red Cross and Leicester City of Sanctuary and on the same day, in the evening, we performed at Claire Wintram’s birthday party in Leicester. On June 26 we sang on the De Montfort Hall stage (wow!) for the celebration following the unveiling of the statute of Mahatma Gandhi in Belgrave Road. We were asked to sing “How I wish” and we decided to sing Siyahamba as well because Gandhi had spent some years of his youth in South Africa. 
For the weekend of 10 – 12th July we went to Whitby for the 27th National Street Choir Festival. The Friday night concert included local Whitby groups including the Waterson Family and Martin Carthy and the Black Umofolosi (originally from Zimbabwe!). The massed sing took place in a park on the cliffs, after a rehearsal with all the choirs, on Saturday morning. Red Leicester had three busking slots round town in the afternoon, we had learnt “Justification”, a very funny song about MPs’ expenses, only the week before – went down a treat. We performed in the evening concert and after the concert, for many people, the best part of the Festival – a singalong with all the choirs. A good range of workshops was offered on Sunday morning and the Festival rounded off with a huge picnic on the sands below the Whitby Pavilion Complex which had been the Festival base. 
At the end of July we took part in the massed choir at the Opening Ceremony of the Special Olympics singing the specially composed song “Celebrate Humanity”. Olwen Hughes asked if we could sing at an event in Welford Road Cemetery in July we were really sorry that we had to decline the invitation as it clashed with the rehearsal for the Special Olympics Choir. 
We had a programme of social events over the summer, while the Choir did not meet, including walks, garden parties and rehearsals for London Sing for Water. 

In September Red Leicester was one of the 45 choirs that joined together for the 800 strong Sing for Water on London’s South Bank as part of the Thames Festival, raising money for WaterAid. We sang Awaken by Helen Yeomans, Wangari by Polly Bolton, a new Sing for Water Anthem composed by Helen Chadwick, a Maori song Nga Iwi Eh, Tsmindao Gmerto, a Georgian song and Una May’s Limpopo River Song.  The songs were led by Roxane Smith, Michael Harper, Ali Orbaum and the leader of the Leicester Amika Choir – Una May Olomolaiye. The rehearsals were on Saturday at City Hall (the Greater London Authority (GLA) Building) and on Sunday morning in the same place as the performance: The Scoop outside City Hall by the Thames.   Red Leicester also busked , near HMS Belfast, before the main concert in the afternoon. The whole event is expected to raise over £50,000 for WaterAid, mainly from the sponsorship of the singers.  

What’s going to be happening at Red Leicester?
Sat 3 Oct Busking meet outside OxFam in Market Street ready to sing at 11.00am Co-ordinated by Glenys. Charity tbc
Sat 31 Oct singing to support City of Sanctuary – details to be confirmed
Fri/Sat/Sun 6/7/8 Nov Raise Your Banners Festival of Political Song in Bradford. It will be based at Kala Sangam, St Peter’s House, 1 Forster Square, Bradford BD1 4TY. It is a spacious grade 2 listed venue in the heart of Bradford’s historic “Little Germany” district. The Friday evening concert will include Chumbawamba and Tracey Curtis amongst others. We will be performing in Bradford Cathedral on Saturday afternoon, later that afternoon there will be a special birthday concert for Leon Rosselson. On Sunday morning at 1pm we shall be joining the Bradford Peace Pledge Union at the Bradford Cenotaph and the songs are available as pdfs. It should be a great weekend with lots of choirs like Red Leicester. If we book before 31 October weekend tickets for all the concerts cost £36. Cyndy is co-ordinating  www.raiseyourbanners.org/
Sat 15 Nov Busking meet outside OxFam in Market Street ready to sing at 11.00am Co-ordinated by Glenys. Charity tbc
Sat 21 Nov Singing at Glenys’ 60th Birthday Bash venue tbc

Sat/Sun 28/29 Nov Singing for Leicestershire Aids Support Services (LASS). We busked for this charity last year at the time of World Aids Day and they have asked us to sing for them again. 
And in 2010 the Community Choirs Festival at Warwick Arts Centre will be on 20 March.
Concerts, Singing Workshops and other (mainly musical) events in Leicester and around
Mon 15 Sept 7.30 – 9.00pm for six weeks. Free Learn to Sing Course for Men. Birstall Social Club, Wanlip Lane, Birstall. Tel 01455 823670 or iandsmith@homecall.co.uk
Mon 21 Sept 6pm – 8pm for 10 weeks. Free Gospel Choir Workshops for women leading to a performance on 28 November (see below). Leicester YMCA, East St, Leicester LE1 6EY. Kainé Management Group, tel 0116 261 6540; info@kainémanagement.org.uk
Thurs 24 Sept 7.30 – 10.00pm Georgian Singing Workshop with Gigi (from Mteibi) Unitarian Chapel, High St, Warwick £7.50 tel 01926 778454 bruceknight.voice@virgin.net )
Fri 25 Sept 7.30 Singing Rounds with Zina Zelter at 20 Ingle Street, Leicester.  Please bring vegan cake, fruit or fruit juice to share.  Must tel 253 1649 or e-mail  zinazelter@yahoo.co.uk if you plan to go.

Sat 26 Sept 10.30 – 4.30 Sing Your Socks Off Singing Workshop with Bristol’s Dee Jarlett and Ali Orbaum. Dale St Methodist Church Hall, Leamington Spa CV32 5HL £25 tel 01926 778454 bruceknight.voice@virgin.net )
Sat & Sun 26/27 Sept 10 am -6 pm both days Learn Harmony Singing (Barbershop) at Sheffield Springs Academy, Hurtfield Road, Sheffield S12 2SF £20/£7 students. www.hallmarkofharmony.co.uk or tel 01246 826936

Mon 28 Sept 7.30 – 9.30pm for 10 weeks Sing Out Those Blues. Songs taught aurally by Willow Songsmith. Holbrook Memorial Hall, Holbrook Road, Knighton, Leicester LE2 3LP . £58/£52.20/free Workers’ Educational Association (wea) tel 0116 251 9740 amiles@wea.org.uk
Tuesdays 4.30 – 5.30 Singing for Children led by Eleanor Graff- Baker, Woodgate Resources Centre, 36 Woodgate, Leicester LE3 5GE £2 a session tel 0116 253 0717

Thurs 1 Oct 8pm Chris Conway at Mosaic (monthly music club) Aperitivo, Highfield St, Leicester. Singers & musicians who wish to perform please contact Jan tel 0793 2185476

 Fri 2 Oct 10.30am – 12.30pm for 10 weeks Break into Song Willow Songsmith teaches songs aurally. Vaughan College, St Nicholas Circle LE1 4LB £58/£52.20/free Workers’ Educational Association (wea) tel 0116 251 9740 amiles@wea.org.uk
Sat 3 Oct 1pm – 5pm Come and Sing Workshop of Church Music All Saints Church, Highcross St, Leicester LE1 4PH  £10 tel 01509 cjames46@btinternet.com Booking advisable. 

Mon 5 – Sat 10 Oct 7.30pm (all week) Infirmary Dramatic, Operatic and Literary Society’s (IDOLS), Oliver!  Little Theatre, Dover St, tel 292 0162; bookings@theidols.co.uk
Sat Oct 10 Gude Cause Centenary Procession The Edinburgh Choir Protest in Harmony has asked if any members of Red Leicester are interested in joining a centenary commemoration of the Suffragette March along Princes Street in Edinburgh in 1909. The songs are available on www.protestinharmony.org.uk/songs/Gude_Cause/index.htm
 and details of the event are on http://www.gudecause.org.uk/
Sat 10 Oct 10.30 – 4.30 ABBA cappella Singing Workshop with Chris Rowbury, Cadbury Club, Bournville Lane, Bournville, Birmingham B30 2LU £25/£20 including light lunch soundsallowed@googlemail.com
Sat 10 Oct 7.30pm Magna Music Makers Ladies’ Choir Concert Wigston Magna Methodist Church, Cross St, Wigston. £5 including refreshments tel 0116 288 1457

Sat 10 Oct 7.30pm Cantores Martini – Five Young Men singing in a variety of styles: barbershop, spirituals, popular songs. St Philips Church, Evington Road, LE2 1HN £6 tel 0116 273 5313

Sat 10 Oct 7.30pm Cantamici Choir Concert with award winning choir Sine Nomine. Wyggeston QE College, University Road, Leicester tel 01455 823570 www.cantamicichoir.org.uk
Thurs 15 Oct 2.30pm Pack Up Your Troubles Concert and Singalong. 1940s and music hall songs. Loughborough Town Hall, Market Place, Loughborough LE11 3EB £11/£9 tel 01509 231914 www.loughboroughtownhall.co.uk
Fri 16 Oct 7.30 Singing Rounds with Zina Zelter at 20 Ingle Street, Leicester.  Please bring vegan cake, fruit or fruit juice to share.  Must tel 253 1649 or e-mail  zinazelter@yahoo.co.uk if you plan to go.

Sat 17 Oct 7pm – midnight Salsa for Charity – Habitat for Humanity Holy Cross Church Rooms, Wellington St Leicester LE1 6HW £7.50 tel 07747186735

Sat 17 Oct 10.30 – 4.30pm Folk Ballads, Rounds and Harmonies Singing Workshop (and evening concert) with Craig, Morgan and Robson VoiceBox, Foreman St, Derby DE1 1JQ £24/£16 bring food to share www.kaleidoscope-music.org.uk tel 07532 355 879

Sat 17 Oct 9.30 – 3.30 Ballads Songs and Catches Singing Workshop with Andy Watts of The Carnival Band.  Stamford Arts Centre, St Mary’s St, Stamford PE9 2DL £15/£12 tel 01780 763203 www.stamfordartscentre.com
Sat 17 Oct 7.30pm Choir Invisible Concert at St Wulfram’s Church, Grantham NG31 6RR in aid of Rotary International Shelter Boxes and Archbishop Desmond Tutu’s Peace Work. £10/£8 from www.wegottickets.com/event/58607
Sat 24 Oct 7pm Chanterelles Concert with Last Choir Standing – Bath Male Voice Choir. St James the Greater, London Road LE2 1NA £10 tel 07930713134 chanterelles_choir@hotmail.co.uk
Sat 24 Oct 10.30am all day Sing Out for Sing Aid Come and Sing day followed by a concert at 7pm for Christian Aid led by Eleanor Graf-Baker. Composers such as Vivaldi, Handel, Fauré and Rutter. St Margaret’s Church, St Margaret’s Way (opposite St Margaret’s Bus Station) Leicester £10 (including hot supper but take your own lunch). Booking essential: tel Christian Aid, 01530 417522
Thurs 29 Oct 7pm Freedom II Concert with Kainé Gospel Choir, Mark Bunney, Michael Broome and Carol Leeming. Leicester Guildhall, Guildhall Lane, LE1 5FQ £7/£5 tel 253 2569 info@kainémanagement.org.uk
Sat 31 Oct 7.30pm Hope Charity Concert, Tudor Choir with Rutland Sinfonia. Songs by Elgar and Bridge, Mozart Requiem Frazer Noble Hall, London Road LE1 7RE £10/£8/£3 tel 252 2455
Sat 31 Oct 7.30pm Leicester Philharmonic Choir Concert including Haydn - Nelson Mass with London Mozart Players De Montfort Hall Tickets £24 - £7 tel 233 3111 www.thephil.org.uk
Sun 1 Nov 10am – 1pm  Frankie Armstrong Voice Workshop, Grand Union, Soar Bridge, Barrow on Soar £5 and lunch, if required, £10 Booking essential tel 01509 813566 www.guf.org.uk
Sat 7 Nov 10.00 – 4.00 Dessi Stefanova Bulgarian Singing Workshop at Sage Cross Methodist Church, Sage Cross St, Melton Mowbray (behind Morrisons), £15 Booking advisable on info@globalharmony.org.uk
Sat 7 Nov 7.30pm Modern Choral Classics with the Kingfisher Chorale, Fraser Noble Hall, London Road LE1 7RE £10/£7/£3 tel 252 2455
Sat 7 Nov 7.30pm Concert with Elgar’s Dream of Gerontius. Leicester Bach Choir, Cantamici Choir and Leicester Grammar School Choir. St James the Greater, London Road LE2 1NA tel 285 2107 www.leicesterbachchoir.org.uk
Sat 14 Nov 7.30pm Music of the 20th Century Concert City of Leicester Singers St James the Greater, London Road LE2 1NA £10/£9/children free tel 0116 239 2708 or on the door www.cityofleicestersingers.org.uk
Mon 16 – Sat 21 Nov (all week) 7.30pm Copacabana Knighton Park Amateur Operatic Society at The Little Theatre, Dover St, LE1 6PW 
£12 tel 01509 816592 www.kpaos.co.uk
Fri 20 Nov 7.30 Singing Rounds with Zina Zelter at 20 Ingle Street, Leicester.  Please bring vegan cake, fruit or fruit juice to share.  Must tel 253 1649 or e-mail  zinazelter@yahoo.co.uk if you plan to go.

Sat 28 Nov 7.30pm A Festival of (Leicester Gospel) Choirs including Leicester Amika Choir, Kainé Gospel Choir, Umoja Gospel Choir, Leicester Community Gospel Choir (see above under September 21) and Holy Cross Gospel Choir. The Y, East St, Leicester LE1 6EY tel 255 7066 www.kainémanagement.org.uk
Sat 28 Nov 7.30pm Leicester University Chamber Choir Concert of 19th century choral masterpieces. St James the Greater, London Road LE2 1NA £8/£6/£4 tel 252 2455 

Sat 5 Dec 7.30pm Leicester University Choral Society and University of Leicester Sinfonia Concert Fraser Noble Hall, London Road LE1 7RE £8/£6 tel 252 2455
Fri 18 Dec 7.30 Singing Rounds with Zina Zelter at 20 Ingle Street, Leicester.  Please bring vegan cake, fruit or fruit juice to share.  Must tel 253 1649 or e-mail  zinazelter@yahoo.co.uk if you plan to go.

Residential Singing Holidays 
Faith Watson Weekends Also singing holidays in Italy, Morocco, and Spain Tel 0161 881 0855 www.singingforlarks.co.uk
Farncombe Estate Singing Weekends; leaders include Frankie Armstrong & Chris Rowbury tel 01386 854100 www.FarncombeEstate.co.uk
Singing & walking holidays www.lakelandvoice.co.uk including holidays in the Lake District, the Scottish island of Jura and in Slovenia 
News Snippets
A Georgian Choir meets monthly on Sundays 2pm – 5pm at the VoiceBox in Derby; a song book/CDs are given to participants to practise between sessions. Tel 01332 345 508  www.kaleidoscope-music.org.uk 
	Red Leicester

     Choir

Songs of peace

 and freedom
	The Choir is buying a £250 glass block at the new extension to the Rainbows Children’s Hospice in Loughborough. At the AGM on 16 September we decided on the wording to be inscribed on the block (see left). 


Hannah has put a special place for members of the choir on our web-site www.redleicesterchoir.com – you need a password to enter. It will have music of forthcoming performance pieces. Thank you Hannah!

A new CD “Not in Our Name – singing out about the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan” has been released -including Leon Rosselson, Roy Bailey and Dick Gaughan. Proceeds to the Stop the War Coalition. Price £10.99 including postage from Four Dogs Music, Caegwyn, Temple Bar, Felinfach, Ceredigion SA48 7SA www.fourdogsmusic.co.uk
Aidan Hallett (one of the photographers at Leicester Sing for Water) is organising a sponsored walk from Leicester to Loughborough and back. It is to publicise the plight of many asylum seekers living in Leicester who are required to register with the Home Office in Loughborough. Some must undertake this 25 mile round trip on foot as they cannot afford the bus or train fare. Aidan is appealing for people to join him on the return leg or to sponsor him http://www.justgiving.com/goingforadander. If you’d like to take part, please contact Aidan at aidanh@refugee-action.org.uk, or on 0116 261 6205. You can find out more about Refugee Action’s work at http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/.
Several choir members are taking part in the City of Sanctuary’s voucher exchange scheme. Asylum seekers are provided with vouchers for living costs but these are very limiting requiring all supplies to be bought at one supermarket. For a payment of £35 a month the choir member receives a £35 voucher and the asylum seeker is given cash in exchange. Please see Julie if you are interested in joining the scheme. 
Regular Leicester Singing Events

Voices Coming Together meets on Tues 8:00pm Friends Meeting House, Queens Road, Leicester. Contact:Louise Hall tel 0116 267 7007
Leicester Amika Choir Sats 2.30 – 4.30 with Una May Olomolaiye, Cross Corners Community Arts Centre, Belgrave, Leicester. Tel 270 8764
Chanterelders Choir Mondays 7.30 - 8.45pm. Knighton Fields Centre, Herrick Road, Leicester. chanterelders@hotmail.com.
Fosse Singers meets at the Fosse Neighbourhood Centre,  Weds 7.15 – 8.45 Hannah Brine tel 07814 935049 or e-mail fossesingers@hotmail.com
Sir Jonathan North Community Choir is an adult community choir meeting at Sir Jonathan North Community College in Knighton Lane East on Mons 7 – 8.30. It follows the Community Adult Education sessions of 10 weeks for three terms. Contact: Honora Paris tel 07956498052  

Leicester Phoenix Youth Chorale meets on Tues at Guthlaxton College, Wigston LE18 2DS young people aged 14 – 24 from 7.30pm – 9.10pm and aged 8 – 14 from 6pm – 7.40pm. Tel 0116 270 4692 or 0116 278 6887 www.phoenixyouthchorale.org
Red Leicester Choir meets on Wednesdays during school terms at the Secular Hall, Humberstone Gate (opposite Sainsburys),  Leicester 7.30 – 9.30pm
Contacts: Martin 266 2855; Veronica 270 3143; Jane 240 4590; Susan 274 0497 http://redleicesterchoir.com
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